
 
Sounding Board Meeting Minutes 

October 6th & 7th, 2016 
 
Thursday’s meeting was held at 7:00pm – 7:59pm in the Media 
Center.  Attendees: 5 parents and Mr. McEvoy 
Friday’s meeting was held at 9:39am – 10:55am in the Cafeteria. 

Room 174 (since Cafeteria had an unexpected testing activity 
taking place)   Attendees: 5 parents and Mr. McEvoy 

 

1. Welcome 

 

2. Mr. McEvoy 

 M’Step Reporting 

 M’Step student results were sent home last Friday (9/30).  Mr. McEvoy 

had sent an email on 9/29 with this information along with links to helpful 

documents and to an explanation video on how to read your student’s 

score.  At the meeting, Mr. McEvoy provided hard copies of “How to read 

your child’s score report” and an example of a student’s report to talk 

through.  Key discussion items were: 

 A “margin of error” is listed on the test results due to: 

a. This is a new test that the state is still creating / changing so 

a student could be at the other end of the “gray” zone. 

i. The state is using the score for proficiency rating 

despite the margin of error.  A student could have a 

score in the “partially proficient” category but if it 

is in the gray margin of error, the student actually 

could be proficient but will be reported at partially 

proficient in the overall school’s assessment. 

1. “Accountability reports” will be coming out 

last as to where the schools/districts rank. 

ii. Science portion of the test has a larger margin of 

error since the science curriculum has been 

changing.    

b. The Math and English tests are adaptive which means if a 

student gets the first question correct, it will lead to a path 

for the next question and if a student gets the question 

wrong, it will lead to a different path for the next question 

so no two tests are the same.   

 Some items are still not fully understood like when the report says 

“Attention may be indicated”, schools are not clear what that 

means yet so the state is still streamlining information out. 

 The previous MEAP test had a rating of 1 = advanced and 4 was 

lowest score but in the M’Step, this is the opposite so when 

thinking of M’Step, remember 4 = Fabulous! 

a. Schools are using the M’Step data to identify students 

scoring in the 1-2 category ( Not Proficient, Partially 

Proficient) 

 For the Friday meeting, Mr. McEvoy also had a hard copy of the 

2016 M-Step Performance Level Scale Score Ranges for each of 

the proficiency levels at each grade level tested.  



 M’Step has more application type questions and not as much 

multiple choice questions as the MEAP did. 

 9
th

 Graders take the PSAT test, not the M-Step test. 

 

 Upcoming events 

 Welcome back dance is open to all Jeannette Junior High students and will 

be Friday, 10/14.  Two changes made this year were: 

1. This is not a Halloween dance since feedback was received that 

students didn’t want to dress up in costume.  However, some 

students have asked if they can wear costumes and yes, they can.  

So, this is a Welcome Back Dance that you can wear a Halloween 

costume to if you’d like.  This is put on by the Student Council and 

tickets are $6 which gets the student into the dance and provides 

them with: 

a. Pizza 

b. Pop 

c. Anti – Bullying Bracelet 

i. October is Anti-Bullying month so Student Council 

is selling the Anti-Bullying Bracelets.  On Oct 19
th

, 

the school will have a “Unity Day” to reinforce the 

“Day 1” initiative (which was discussed at last 

month’s Sounding Board meeting.) 

2. The time will be right after school until 6pm.  This was also due to 

feedback from the students that when the dance started at 5 or 

6pm, some students couldn’t participate since they had a tough 

time getting back to the school. 

10/7/16 meeting: Parent asked who the DJ was since kids did not like a 

certain DJ (since they played older music). 

a. Mr. McEvoy was aware of the DJ that the kids did not 

prefer and this was changed last year. From last year, he 

has heard no complaints about the DJ so encourage your 

child to come and give it a try again. 

 

 Picture Re-takes will be Oct. 10
th

 for those that missed Patriot Days or 

those that did not like how their picture turned out.  Students will be called 

down alphabetically for picture re-take. 

 

 Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on November 16th from 4:30 – 

7:30 pm and again on November 17th from 12 – 3 and 4:30 – 7:30.  There 

will be a half day of school for students on November 17th.   

 The Sounding Board plans to sell apparel during conferences so we 

will need to work out the schedule of who will support what day 

since SHS conferences are the same time. 

10/7/16 Meeting:  Melanie asked the group 2 items: 

1) Please look at your schedule and compare it with the 3 time slots of 

JJH conferences to pick 1 that you can support to sell apparel.  This 

way we make sure all of us can go to all our students’ conferences. 

2)  Melanie explained that after the Patriots Day sales, she had some 

students come back for an exchange in sizes so she gave our sizing 

sample to some.  Currently we do not have 2 size samples, one of them 

being the Adult Small in the color block hoodie which was needed for 

the smaller kids to verify it wasn’t too big for them.  Therefore, 



Melanie was thinking of ordering 10 Color Block Hoodies and 10 T-

Shirts so we replace the 2 size samples and have more quantity on 

hand for the popular items which would be approx. $300.  She 

explained there is a $10 fee for reprinting so the more you print the 

better to keep the cost down. 

a. Group discussed that we didn’t want to have lots of inventory 

so would it be more cost effective in the long run to only order 

the 2 shirts and then take orders for the rest so we don’t end up 

with unsold inventory? 

i. Melanie explained another option was that LuAnn from 

Highest Honors could loan us the sizing samples but it 

would not have the JJH logo on it.  Once we place an 

order, then the samples would be taken back and get 

them printed with the JJH logo. 

1. Conclusion:  Don’t order any more apparel to 

sell at Conferences.  Ask to borrow the 2 sample 

sizes for showing at conference and just sell the 

inventory we have and take orders like we did at 

Patriot Days.   

  

 AVID – MCC Field Trip  

 On October 17
th

, the AVID group will be going to Macomb 

Community College for their college visit and experiencing a 

‘Round Robin’ set of activities. (smaller groups at each activity 

and then they rotate to the next activity)  There will be approx. 60 

students and the 2 teachers and the teachers were wondering if 

any of the Sounding Board members would like to volunteer to 

be a chaperone. 

a. Chaperones need to have the back ground check filled in 

and return to the office for this school year which Mr. 

McEvoy mentioned most of the Sounding Board does. 

b. If you are interested in chaperoning the AVID field trip 

to Macomb Community College on Oct. 17
th

, please let 

the teachers, Mrs. Adams or Mrs. Tekely or Mr. 

McEvoy know. 

 

 UCS Community meetings – Education Finance 

 Reminder of the information given to you at Open House about the 

Community Meetings with Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns: 

“What’s the Cost of Educating a Child?”.  Meetings will be: 

a. October 19th   7pm at Henry Ford II High School 

b. November 16th   7pm at Eisenhower High School 

 The agenda for both dates listed above will be the same and so you 

can go to either one but we encourage everyone from Jeannette to 

attend the Oct 19
th

 meeting since this one was intended for the 

UCS- South schools. 

 Why should you go to Dr. John’s meeting on Oct 19
th

 or Nov 

16th? 

a. Dr. Johns needs the communities’ help as she has been 

traveling to Lansing meeting with the legislation and not 

getting any results.  UCS (which is the 2
nd

 largest district 



in Michigan) does not receive the same funding as other 

districts in the county. 

i. Some history:  Years ago, the state’s educational 

funding was cut by $470 per student.  The money 

allocated back was to support the districts with the 

greatest need first which makes sense so we can 

have all children in Michigan getting a high quality 

education.  Surrounding districts, like our 

neighboring Troy and Rochester districts, as well 

as districts in Macomb County are being funded 

at higher per pupil allowances with many 

districts seeing greater per pupil increases than 

UCS!   

ii. Dr. Johns will bring clarity of why UCS is in the 

financial situation we are in and perhaps ask for a 

grass roots type push to contact our legislators to 

have them treat our students fairly.  Reminder from 

previous meetings with Dr. Johns - UCS cannot 

continue to cut the budget each year and offer the 

level and variety of the excellent educational 

opportunities that UCS is accustomed to.  A change 

in Lansing is needed! 

So, please plan to come to the Oct 19
th

 meeting at Henry Ford High 

School to hear all the facts and support our UCS community.   (Bring 

your neighbors too!) 

 

 First Progress Marking Period is 10/7.  We are already 5 weeks into the 

school year! Each quarter is 10 weeks long so first quarter ends on 

11/11/16.  1
st
 and 2

nd
 quarter lead to the semester grade in January which 

becomes a permanent grade on your report card. 

 Progress reports will not be sent on paper.  Power school will be 

updated with the first progress marking grades and Mr. McEvoy 

will send out a communication to the JJH Family to check power 

school.   

 

3. Open House – any comments of how it went?  

 10 minutes in the classroom is not a lot of time. 

 Parents thought the sign in sheets with writing name and email took too long and 

this is duplicate information of what the teachers already have.  If the teachers 

want to know which students were represented at the open house, then suggestion 

was made that the teachers print out a class member list so those participating in 

Open House could just put a check mark or initial by their student’s name. 

 One parent has a student with a nut allergy and only in 3 out of the 6 classes did 

the teachers inform the group.   

 There is a government standard “nut allergy script” that is to be 

communicated in rooms when a student in that room has a nut allergy.  

The script is geared for Elementary Schools since it talks about snacks 

being brought to the classroom 

 10/7/16 meeting:  

a. Some parents after hearing the script over and over again 

indicated to the teacher as they walked in, we understand. 

You don’t need to read it again.  The script also caused 



confusion in some JJH classes since some classes don’t 

allow snacks in the room at all but they were talking about 

when you bring in snacks.  So, this took more time away 

from the 10 minutes in the classroom 

b. One suggestion made was to read the script during the 

opening comments for the whole school to be aware (since 

one parent mentioned never having heard the script) and 

then in the rooms that were nut free, the teachers would just 

need to point to the sign in the room to inform the group of 

the nut free classroom required. 

 Mr. McEvoy thought the attendance for Open House was low. 

 One parent mentioned not all the papers with the info and place to fill out 

the schedule made it home.  Student indicated they didn’t get the paper at 

all. 

 One parent mentioned there was a football game that night and had heard 

many parents indicate they weren’t going to open house since they had 

been to the school before. 

 Other parents indicated it is good to go to open house to hear the 

teachers’ class plans, even if you know the teacher from previous 

years, since class plans can change over the years. 

 

4. Book Fair Volunteers 

 The sign-up genius was printed out and passed around for anyone else to 

volunteer 

 10/7/16:  All slots were covered except Monday morning so Katrina said she 

could cover that too if needed but she wouldn’t be there until 8:15-8:30 after her 

Schuchard student went to school.  Melanie will let Mrs. West know. 

 

5. Secretary Report 

 Membership Status  

 135 emails go out to families representing 51 7
th

 Graders, 48 8
th

 Graders, 

34 9
th

 Graders, and 17 10
th

 Graders since those that had previously signed 

up as a member will remain members until they unsubscribe from the 

Sounding Board email distributions.  

 

6. Activities Coordinator 

 Copy Parent Program 

 Gail explained the Copy Parent Program is going fine.  One new copy 

parent was added to the Tuesday rotation 

 10/7/16: The only one that does not have a partner to work with on the 

copy days is Gail on Thursdays.  She does call the substitute list when 

needed but this week, the substitutes couldn’t make it so she stayed about 

2 ½ hours to get the Thursday items copied which she was ok with doing 

that this week. 

 Community Event ideas 

 Gail brought up Fuddruckers – Monday – Thursday, Dine in or Carry out.  

Once the group reaches $500 in sales, 20% of sales go back to the group 

and the timeframe could be all day like 11am – 8pm.  Their normal hours 

are 11am -10pm.  They figure you would need 50 people to come 

assuming they spent $10 each. 



 Group thought it was a good idea to have it on Nov 8
th

 – Election 

Day when the kids are off school so then parents could take them 

there for lunch or dinner.  

a. Don’t need to bring the flyer since we would get credit as 

long as you mention JJH. 

b. Gail will call Fuddruckers this week to check if Nov 8
th

 is 

available and confirm the details 

 10/7/16:  A parent mentioned that Jet’s has a fundraiser where the 

Sounding Board would buy pizza certificates (which say “Free Small 

Pizza” on them) for $3 each and then sell them for $5 each which is an 

approx. $2 savings to the customer.  They don’t expire. 

 Where would we sell them? 

a. Conferences 

 More discussion items: 

a. Concern about having to pay for them up front so would 

Jet’s take them back if we didn’t sell them? 

i. Probably not since they don’t expire. 

b. Since we have budgeted $250 for staff appreciation, what if 

we predict how many pizzas we would need to feed the 

staff so if they didn’t sell, we would have this use for them 

as our back up so only buy that many to start out with? 

c. Would there be any “Conference buddle” we could come 

up with like “buy a pizza certificate and get a hat for $5 

too”? 

 10/7/16: A parent mentioned that Papa’s Pizza, which St. Anne uses for 

their events, on Utica & 12 Mile wants to give back to the community 

with free type coupons.  Is this something we should look into? 

 Group thought it was too far away for JJH but suggested to get the 

information anyway and we could pass it on to others in that area 

(for example – Centerline high school is on that side of town) 

 

7. Athletic Boosters 

 New Athletic Liaison – welcome Maria! 

 10/6/16:   

 Janet mentioned we have an Athletic Liaison and she’ll be coming to the 

Friday morning meeting.  Janet had heard from Maria that she was looking 

into a situation with snacks for the players.  Seems our athletes are quite 

parched after games and they didn’t have water or snacks so at one game, 

Malow Jr. High shared their snacks with our players.  So Maria is talking 

to the coaches to figure out what donations may be needed. 

 One parent suggested that the parents of the athletes should be 

responsible to make sure their children had water and snacks and 

doesn’t think this should be a Sounding Board item to donate 

snacks. 

 One parent mentioned that the Volleyball games had a lot of JJH fans and 

it was very exciting to see the support.  Can all the JJH Athletics games be 

put on our school calendar?  There were many visiting team fans coming 

to JJH to cheer for their team so would be nice to have the JJH fans at the 

away games too. 

 10/7/16: 

 Welcome Maria!  We are glad to have you as the Athletic Liaison. 

 Maria spoke with Mr. Newcomb and here is the summary: 



 Buffalo Wild Wings made over $300 so little less than last year but 

still good.  They gave 15% once we reached the $500 sales (which 

we did).  Money may go towards: 

a. Providing a tent for admissions and concessions area. 

b. Bench for players outside the locker room but inside the 

school to have an area for them to stay together since now 

they are scattered. 

i. Mr. McEvoy will check on this since this is the first 

time he has heard about this so not sure of the 

details of what is being requested yet. 

c. A request for basketball items is submitted to the district so 

if this does not get funded then would need to use the $300 

fund for this. 

 Maria explained that at one of the football games, they ran out of water so 

Malow Jr High helped supply water and snacks for our players. 

 It was asked – didn’t they use the water jugs with the cups that 

were purchased?  Do we need more water jugs? 

a. This may have been a day when the other teams had an 

away game so they took a jug with them.  Not sure. 

b. Athletics is also looking into getting squirt bottles to save 

the cost of the cups. 

 So from the above experience, some JJH parents were asking why we 

don’t do the snacks and extra water for the athletes. 

 Mr. Newcomb is ok for the parents of the athletes to coordinate 

snacks and drink for the players just someone needs to do it.  

Everyone agrees the parents of the Athletes need to step up to help.  

The Sounding Board is not being asked to provide the snacks or 

water. 

 

 Fall Sports Volunteers 

 Sign up genius for volunteering for admissions and concessions was 

printed out for any one that could sign up to volunteer. 

10/7/16:  

 It was mentioned that many Athletes parents can’t make it to the 

games due to work.  In fact, Maria has taken up to 7 football 

players home since they needed a ride so it is tough to get 

volunteers. 

 Maria mentioned Mr. Newcomb would give incentives to 

volunteers if they signed up for 3 games (like a free ticket to the 

game)  

 Volunteer’s feedback was that they can’t see any of the game so 

the table was moved closer to the field to help that situation. 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report  

 Final Summer Report  

 Treasurer’s Report Sept 2016 and JJH Sounding Board Budget was 

handed out. 

 10/6/16: Janet reported out for Katrina that the $367 for string bags is 

showing on the final actuals to the summer budget and overall available 

funds has not changed, just pending items were moved to expenses since 

they were paid. 



 10/7/16: Katrina reported out that the invoice of what we sold at Patriots 

Day came in today and we made $417.20 profit for apparel.  This does not 

show on the list as pending since she just received the invoice. 

 Why didn’t we get the invoice earlier? 

a. Not sure but Katrina will pay it in full so we don’t have any 

bills.  All of this will show on next month’s meeting report. 

 Melanie asked Maria to please check with Mr. Newcomb if he 

wanted a check now or wait until after conferences for all profits at 

once. 

a. Reminder that 20% of the apparel profits goes to Athletics 

 501c3 Update 

 Not done yet but targeting to have it done before the November meeting. 

 

9. Question and Answer / Items from the group 

  It was mentioned that the UCS App can give you notification alerts when new 

items are posted if you have that option turned on. 

 Question about the new computers that were discussed at the last meeting.  What 

is meant by “a cart of computers”? 

 A cart consists of 34 computers is a cabinet on wheels (a cart) that the 

teachers can sign out to use for their teaching tools.  JJH received 4  

additional carts this year in addition to the carts already at Jeannette (like 

the ones allocated to 7
th

 Grade Geography classes since they use 

Discovery and Schoology. One was in the Media Center which Mr. 

McEvoy opened for us so we could see how the computers were in the 

cart. 

 C Lunch student mentioned the snack and meal lines get shut down before the 

lunch time is over.   

 Mr. McEvoy explained the procedure is each table in the cafeteria is called 

to go get their food, either from the main line or from the snack line and 

when all tables are called and there is no line left, the lines will be shut 

down.   

 Athletics information mentions to see all the UCS Athletic events, go to high 

school sports.net but nothing was found. 

 Mr. McEvoy will check on this. 

 

10. Close 
 
 

Next Sounding Board Meetings:  November 3rd & 4th 


